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What is claimed is: 




1, A method of processing an X-ray image of articled 
contained in a transilluminated object and made visygile for 
an observer on a monitor screen, comprising the yfollowing 
steps: / 

(a) placing individual markinga/about the image 
of certain, previously determined arti/fles; and 

(b) automatically and stepwise combining the 
individual markings into a final y^dded marking if at least 
two individual markings mutual/y fit; said combining step 
comprises the steps of / 

(1) compari/(g for fit mutually facing sides 
of two adjoining individual markings; and 

(2) determining a ratio of an overlapping 
area of said two adjoining individual markings to the total 
area of at least one/ of said two adjoining individual 
markings . 



2. The method as defined in claim 1, wherein said 
comparing step/ comprises the step of comparing lengths and 
positions of/said facing sides. 
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3- The method as defined in claim 1, wherein said 
step of determining a ratio comprises the step of 



determining a ratio of said overla 
adjoining individual markings with 



pping area of said two 
the total area of one of 



said two adjoining individual marjtings. 



4, The method as defined /in claim 1, further 
comprising the step of storirig said individual markings in 
a marking list of a memory;/said combining step includes 
the steps of / 

(a) forming a^ individual added marking from two 
individual markings i?esulting from said comparing and 
determining steps ; / 

(b) stc/ring said individual added marking in 
said marking li^t; 

(c) / storing said individual markings, from which 
said individual added marking has been formed, from said 
marking list in a sub-marking memory of a marking memory as 
sub-marki/igs of said individual added marking; 

/ (d) comparing said individual added marking with 
a furtWer individual marking called from said marking list 
for foiming a final added marking; 
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(e) adding _s.a,id_final added marking to said 
marking list; and 

(f) storing the individual added marking and the 
further marking, from which said fii\al added marking has 
been formed, in said sub-marking men.ory as sub-markings of 
said final added marking, whereby sjcructures of said sub- 
markings are preserved. 



5. The method as defined /n claim 4, wherein said 
combining step further comprises the step of setting a 
degree in combining said individual markings for providing 
an option to display one c/f individual added markings and 
individual markings instyead of a sole final added marking. 



6- The method as defined in claim 5, further 
comprising the stenfe of adding the structure of the 
individual markings and the individual added markings from 
the sub-marking memory to said marking list if one of 
individual added markings and individual markings are 
displayed inst/ead of a sole final added marking. 



7. The! method as defined in claim 1, wherein said 
comparing anij determining steps include the step of 

- 15- 




- 16- 



